
 

                 
 

 

Online Workshop  
 

December 2, 15:00-18:00 CET 

 

Disentangling structures of migrant worker exploitation in 

EU’s agriculture industry 
 

Work exploitation in agriculture is an issue common to all EU member states. Many studies on 

Southern countries, like Italy, Spain and Greece, are evidencing forms of international human 

trafficking, gang mastering and severe labour exploitation. Exploitation and degrading living 

conditions in agriculture have been also widely documented throughout Western and Northern 

Europe. And finally, the eastern European countries, often regarded as a source of disposable 

agricultural labour, have been largely affected by irregular recruitment of vulnerable workers 

too. These phenomena are just the flip side of the coin of the globalization of agricultural 

markets: mostly unregulated global value chains, combined with abusive migration regimes, 

constructed the precarious subjectivities of migrant farmworkers. As such, these issues need to 

be addressed both at local, national and at international levels.  

This workshop brings into conversation four ongoing projects that study the working and living 

conditions of migrant farmworkers in different national and regional contexts within the EU. 

First, the presentation of Inversi, Battistelli and Bonardi, based on findings from the FARm 

Project, offers a closer look into the Italian case, analysing current challenges to the 

development of a preventive approach to labour exploitation. Then, Bogoeski’s presentation 

addresses the situation of seasonal workers in German agriculture during the pandemic, 

unravelling how institutional developments that took place decades ago are shaping the political 

economy of the German agriculture industry in a way that disadvantages seasonal workers 

today. Finally, the last two presentations will look at migrant farmworkers from an EU policy 

perspective: Somaglia will draw on the EFFAT’s experience in defending farmworkers rights 

at EU level during the pandemic; Passalacqua and Corcione will present work in progress from 

a project on EU equality law and migrant workers during the pandemic. If EU laws and policies 

are part of the problem, might they also be part of the solution? 

The goal of the workshop is to have an intensive and in-depth exchange on the current research 

work in progress of the participants. Within a small group, presenters and discussants doing 

research or practising in this field will give each other feedback, which will help them improve 

their analysis, (theoretical) framing, the development of policy proposals and the projects 

overall. 



Programme 

 

 

Session I: 15.00 – 16.20 

 

Regulating agricultural work and the labour market to prevent exploitation: the 

Italian perspective from the FARm Project 

Dr. Cristina Inversi, Dr. Stefania Battistelli and Prof. Olivia Bonardi, FARm Project 

 

Essential and exploited: seasonal migrant farmworkers in Germany during Covid-19 

Vladimir Bogoeski, University of Amsterdam 

 

 Discussant: Manoj Dias-Abey, University of Bristol Law School 

 

 

Break: 16.20 – 16.30 

 

 

Session II: 16.30 -17.50 

 

 

Debunking 5 myths on EU policies and migrant farmworkers 

Virginia Passalacqua and Elena Corcione, Project “Covid19 as an inequality challenge: 

Testing the EU response”  

 

Raising standards and achieving decent work in the EU agriculture sector: EFFAT 

demands 

Enrico Somaglia, EFFAT 

 

Discussant: Inga Thiemann, University of Exeter Law School 

 

 

 

The event will be hosted on Zoom and the registration is required at the following link:  

 

https://univr.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUld-GqrzouE9QyjIElj8PvTAy4wSOec6JX  

 

 

For more information please contact one of the organizers: 

 

Vladimir Bogoeski, v.bogoeski@uva.nl 

Cristina Inversi, cristina.inversi@unimi.it 

Virginia Passalacqua, v.passalacqua@uu.nl 
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